[Relations of iodination, hormonosynthesis and proteolytic cleavage in human thyroglobulin].
Normally iodinated thyroglobulin (Tg) contains low molecular weight hormone-rich peptides associated to the bulk of the molecule by disulfide bridges. It is shown, with the assistance of in vitro iodination experiments using different iodine concentrations and various incubation times, that the proteolytic cleavage giving rise to the 26 K hormonopeptide in human Tg is part of a coupling reaction rather than iodination. This cleavage may be a preliminary event related to a facilitation in the release of thyroid hormones.